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MOLONGLO CATCHMENT GROUP Inc.

ABN 78 210 867 987

ChemCert subsidy – are you eligible?

As part of the Molonglo Catchment Groups Weed Education Initiative, the group is offering a 50% subsidy (up to $175) for members of the community to undertake the ChemCert Qualification (AQF3) and the AQF3 reaccreditation course.

By providing this subsidy the Molonglo Catchment Group aims to:

· ensure the safety of volunteers, the community and the environment when using chemicals

· provide active community volunteers with the opportunity to gain skills in chemical control methods and an a understanding of the legal requirements for the use of chemicals 

· provide community groups access to properly trained and skilled volunteers whose advise and supervision will benefit any weed control project and the community in general

Why would I need this qualification?

The Pesticides Act 1999 controls and regulates the use of pesticides in New South Wales.  The Act outlines when it is an offence to use chemicals and provides that certain pesticides may only be used by a person who has obtained a certificate of competence authorising such use.

N.B. Chemicals for weed control are commonly referred to as herbicides however in the legislation the term pesticides covers all types of pesticides, including herbicides, insecticides, fungicides, bactericides, baits, lures and rodenticides (e.g. rat poison).

ChemCert is a nationally accredited, recognised qualification for the safe use of agricultural and veterinary chemicals in Australia.  ChemCert training is based on endorsed national industry competencies, with assessment conducted by qualified assessors to determine if participants have achieved these competencies.

You do not need to be trained if you only use small quantities of household pesticides as part of your business or work, provided that you do all of the following: 

· you only apply pesticides that are ordinarily used for domestic purposes (e.g. in the home or garden), and
· are widely available to the general public at retail outlets such as supermarkets, and
· you apply the pesticide by hand or by using hand-held equipment, and
· if you use the pesticides outdoors, you use no more than 5 litres/5 kilograms of concentrate or 20 litres/20 kilograms of ready-to-use product, or

· if you use the pesticides indoors you use no more than 1 litre/1 kilogram of concentrate or 5 litres/5 kilograms of ready-to-use product.

If you or your group are working on public land, even if you are using less than 20 diluted litres of readily available chemicals, it is advisable that at least one of your group members holds the ChemCert certificate.

In summary, if you are planning on using chemicals via a backpack spraying method, it is highly possible you will use more than 20 litres and will need this qualification. This qualification will also provide you with knowledge and skills that will assist you to oversee other volunteers in small scale, cut and dab or hand-held spray bottle application.

Further information can be found at the Department of Environment and Climate Change (NSW) website www.environment.nsw.gov.au/envirom/pesttrain.htm 

Who is eligible for the subsidy?

In order for you to receive this subsidy you need to complete the questions on the following page and submit this form to the Molonglo Catchment Group for eligibility assessment. Email coordinator@molonglocatchment.com.au or post to: PO BOX 1573, FYSHWICK, ACT, 2609. Your application will be acknowledged and considered as soon as possible. You will then be informed as to whether you have qualified for the subsidy.

Please note, this subsidy is not aimed at individuals who require this certificate for their day to day employment but those individuals who aim to protect and enhance the natural environment.

Name:

Contact details:


Address:__________________________________________


Phone:___________________________________________

Are you a member of a community group that aims to protect and enhance the natural environment? (e.g. Landcare/Parkcare) / What group are you a member of?

For what activities would you use this training? (Describe the project, location, method of chemical application and the approximate amount of chemicals you think you would use).

Do you have experience in the use of chemicals?

Do you have any qualifications relating to the use of chemicals?

How did you hear about the subsidy offered by the MCG?

Please send the completed form to: 

Email: coordinator@molonglocatchment.com.au or

post to: PO BOX 1573, FYSHWICK ACT 2609.

Molonglo Catchment Coordinator
P: (02) 6299 2119
E: coordinator@molonglocatchment.com.au

PO Box1573, FYSHWICK ACT 2609
 
Web: www.molonglocatchment.com.au


